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ROYAL COURT THEATRE ANNOUNCES CARETAKER BY HESTER 
CHILLINGWORTH RUNNING IN THE JERWOOD THEATRE DOWN-

STAIRS FROM 7:30PM ON FRIDAY 8 MAY 2020. RUNNING TIME 
UNKNOWN. 

 

The Royal Court Theatre’s Jerwood Theatre Downstairs will be available from 7:30pm tomo-
rrow (Friday 8 May 2020) for the public to virtually visit Caretaker, a durational installation by 
Hester Chillingworth (pronouns: they/them), which will run until the theatre can reopen. 
 
Alongside a livestream of the Royal Court’s uninhabited stage, Caretaker will intermittently 
broadcast witty, playful and supportive audio messages; more often, there will be silence.  
 
No productivity is demanded. Nothing needs to happen and nothing is expected of you. You 
are, after all, already doing really well. 
 
If you've been missing the Royal Court stage, if you've never visited it, if you want an intima-
te experience of it just as it was left, if theatre is the last thing you're thinking about - there is 
a space being held for you simply to be, and for that to be enough. Log on wherever you are, 
whenever you want. 
 
It’s there for you for as long as lockdown continues. 

Artistic Director of the Royal Court Theatre Vicky Featherstone said; 

“Hester approached us a few weeks ago with this beautiful idea, an offering, somewhere to 
think and to look at our empty space. The challenge ahead for us all is immense – theatre 
and places where people gather to share stories and be entertained are at risk long into the 
future. The unity we feel when we clap every Thursday is what makes us human and feel 



alive. Hester is giving us a new space at this time to be in. We don’t know how long it will go 
on for…”  

Hester Chillingworth added; 

“I've been exploring ways to make performances with nobody in for a while now, because I'm 
really bothered about the assumptions and judgements we project onto bodies when we see 
them. When lockdown hit it felt to me that we were communally feeling the value and limits 
of bodies in a renewed way, and that absence was suddenly very present with us all. For 
me, Caretaker is a piece about carving out space for us all to be in however we want or 
need to, and that not having to link to productivity in any way. It's about sharing time and 
space as materials, not as commodities. It's about finding new ways of watching and being 
together or being alone. It's about the power of slowing down to let stuff emerge.” 

Caretaker will available to view via the website any time day or night from 7:30pm Friday 8 
May 2020. 

The Jerwood Theatre Downstairs is currently set for Shoe Lady by E.V. Crowe, directed by 
Vicky Featherstone, designed by Chloe Lamford,  which was running when the theatre was 
forced to close. 

ENDS- 
For more information or images please contact Anoushka Warden on 0207 565 
5063 / AnoushkaWarden@royalcourttheatre.com   
Notes to Editors:  

To view the livestream see here https://royalcourttheatre.com/caretaker/ 
 
Hester Chillingworth (pronouns: they/them) creates work which is playful and interventio-
nist; work that elevates the everyday, while remaining accessible. Often playing with langua-
ge, simplicity, interpretation and mischief, Hester’s practice sits at a crossroads of live art 
and theatre. Hester is a Royal Court Jerwood New Playwright 2020 and previously co-cura-
ted our new writing event, Queer Upstairs. Recent projects include That Night Follows Day 
for Forced Entertainment at The Southbank Centre (as co-director with Tim Etchells) and the 
world premiere of Trainers: or The Brutal Unpleasant Atmosphere of this Most Disagreeable 
Season, by Sylvan Oswald, at The Gate Theatre (as director). Hester was founder and Artis-
tic Director of renowned experimental performance company GETINTHEBACKOFTHEVAN, 
whose work toured nationally and internationally. 
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