Press Release Monday 27 September 2021

THE ROYAL COURT THEATRE AND THE QUEER HOUSE ANNOUNCE
QUEER UPSTAIRS - SCRIPT-IN-HAND PERFORMANCES OF NEW WORK
BY NINE WRITERS IN THE JERWOOD THEATRE UPSTAIRS

Nine new pieces of work, read script-in-hand, will be presented across three evenings in the Jer-
wood Theatre Upstairs on 4, 5 and 6 November 2021 at 7.30pm.

Queer Upstairs includes new pieces of work from Enxi Chang, Jamal Gerald, Mika Onyx Johnson
Lauren John Joseph, Nemo Martin, Pete MacHale, mandla rae, Amelia Stubberfield and Yaz Za-
deh.

The writers have been working together over a period of five months, through group and individual
sessions with writers Travis Alabanza, Hester Chillingworth, Nazareth Hassan and Mark
Ravenhill. Making a queer space and holding conversations about the ancestors, forms and im-
ages that define their writing has led these artists to create these new pieces of work.

Commenting on the project Char Boden, Co-Artistic Director at The Queer House said;

“We are so happy to have been a part of bringing this group of incredible writers together at the
Royal Court. The writers’ previous works have already made a huge contribution to the canon of
queer performance work and so to have the chance to be close to whatever this group helps them
to create is a privilege.”

Queer Upstairs will run at the Royal Court Theatre on 4, 5 and 6 November 2021 at 7.30pm and is
co-produced by the Royal Court Theatre and The Queer House.

Jane Fallowfield, Literary Manager at the Royal Court Theatre added;

“We are delighted to be working with Queer House, a leading force for the discovery and
development of LGBTIQ+ theatre makers. This partnership and the imaginations of our
lead artists have enabled us to create a space for 9 writers to begin new pieces of work,
emboldening each other and reimagining our space in the Jerwood Theatre Upstairs.”
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Tickets are on sale now. Audiences can purchase one ticket for £8 and all three for £20.Queer Up-
stairs - Royal Court (royalcourttheatre.com)

ENDS-

For more information contact Anoushka Warden on AnoushkaWarden@royalcourttheatre.com

Notes to Editors:

The Queer House is an artists’ agency and producing house for LGBTIQ+ actors, writers and
makers and an associate company at the Gate Theatre and HighTide.

Their debut double bill of shows premiered at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe as part of the High-
Tide/Assembly Disruption Festival 2019 and were included in the Stage 18 best shows and the
Guardian top picks of the fringe. A revival of one of the shows, Pink Lemonade by Mika Onyx
Johnson, is currently running at the Bush Theatre and at Contact Manchester in November.

Their GET IN THE HOUSE scratch event has been at the Bush, the Yard and Omnibus Theatre but
started in queer nightlife spaces Her Upstairs and The Chateau. https://www.thequeerhouse.com/
about
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