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INTRODUCTION

The list was created to encourage Drama exam boards to update their
specifications. It was expanded to support secondary school teachers, directors,
facilitators, lecturers and students with finding texts that reflect their own culture
and/or heritage, and to introduce students to cultures and heritages different to
their own. These plays can be used for study in the classroom, as a reading list to
broaden your knowledge and for youth theatre productions.

It is essential that all students feel represented, a sense of belonging and have a
better understanding and knowledge of our global community, in which they exist.

The plays included in this list have all had professional productions and are easily
available to purchase. These plays have been read with exam board criteria in
mind. We have included a suggested age range for engaging with these plays,
however there will be plays which are placed in the A Level category which could
be explored with a younger cohort - you know your students and participants best.

We encourage you to be mindful rather than colour blind when casting and
consider the appropriateness of the play being performed by your participants. If
characters are specified as being from the global majority* then it is important that
they are performed by actors from the specified ethnicities. It is important for white
participants to read and study these works too. It is not appropriate for students

to put on accents and perpetuate negative stereotypes, which reinforce systems of
oppression.

To discuss this further, please do get in touch. This is a fluid list which we aim to
update. We know there are many plays and resources out there which we haven’t
come across yet. If you would like to suggest a play or resource for us to read and
consider then please get in touch with us at representation.in.drama@gmail.com

This list was compiled by creative engagement practitioner Mezze Eade and the
London Theatre Consortium Creative Learning group.

*Global majority includes, but is not limited to, artists of African, North African, South Asian, South East Asian, East Asian,
Caribbean, Latinx, Middle Eastern, Native American, Native Australian, Pacific Islanders, Roma and Traveller heritage or
diaspora, and refers to people who have experienced racism due to the colour of their skin or ethnicity. We do not want to
lump individuals into one category and try to be specific when talking about individuals and communities.
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1. DESERT BOY - Mojisola Adebayo

Published: 2010 @

Productions: 2010
Publisher: Oberon
Length: 90 mins
Cast: 2F, 3M + chorus

Synopsis: A musical play. teenage boy lands on Deptford beach with a knife in his stomach. As
he lies crying for his mother his cries are heard through the centuries by a mysterious Desert Man

from 300 years ago.

RESOURCES
https://www.blackplaysarchive.org.uk/content/mojisola-adebayo-desert-boy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7BI3rTrG1E

2, MUHAMMAD ALI AND ME - Mojisola Adebayo

Published: 2008

Productions: 2008, 2016, 2017
Publisher: Oberon

Length: 105 mins

Cast: 1F, 1M, 1 gender non specific

Synopsis: A semi-autobiographical play: a coming-of-age story of a young, black, gay girl
growing up in foster care, with the guidance of her fantastical friend Muhammad Ali. Told

through poetry, dance, boxing, song and BSL.

RESOURCES
https://www.nayt.org.uk/wind_/_rush_generations_by_mojisola_adebayo

https://vimeo.com/91385052 https://www.rajhashakiry.co.uk/projects/muhammad-ali-and-me/

3. HOARD - Bim Adewunmi

Published: 2019 @

Productions: 2019
Publisher: Samuel French
Length: 70 mins

Cast: 4F, 1M

4. GONE TOO FAR -

Published: 2007 @

Productions: 2007
Publisher: Methuen
Length: 90 mins
Cast: 4F, 8M

Synopsis: Rafi and Ami’s sister is coming round for dinner — and for the first time, she’s bringing
her boyfriend, Brian. Then without any warning, their mother arrives. Why doesn’t she know that

Brian exists?

RESOURCES
https://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/esmagazine/bim-adewunmi-east-london-dalston-a4143076.
html
https://www.theupcoming.co.uk/2019/05/17/im-a-hoarder-this-play-is-going-to-change-my-life-

an-interview-with-hoard-director-femi-elufowoju-jr/

Bola Agbaije

Synopsis: An errand to buy milk becomes a journey through identity, acceptance and the

complexities of racism.

RESOURCES
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2008/jul/23/theatre.knifecrime?gusrc=rss&feed=uknews
http://thebritishblacklist.co.uk/playwright-screenwriter-bola-agbaje-discusses-screen-debut-
gone-too-far/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7gaQV0u1Zc

5. OFF THE ENDZ - Bola Agbaje

A LEVEL
Published: 2010 -

Productions: 2010
Publisher: Methuen
Length: 70 mins

Cast: 3F, 2M (3 chorus)

Authors in Alphabetical Order: A - C

Synopsis: Sharon and Kojo are trying to move out of the ends. Just released from prison, David

isn't ready for his childhood friends to move on.

RESOURCES

Off the Endz
https://d19Ifjg8hluhfw.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/25191802/Off-the-Endz-
Resource-Pack.pdf
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6. 1 WANNA BE YOURS - Zia Ahmed

@ Synopsis: Set in modern day. A tender, funny, lyrical play about finding love and holding onto it

with everything you've got.

Published: 2019
Productions: 2019 - 2020

Publisher: Nick Hern Books RESOURCES

https://tamasha.org.uk/ojects/i-wanna-be-yours/

L h: i
ength: 60 mins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEhFX6XMOXE

Cast: 1M, 1F

7. THE INVISIBLE HAND - Ayad Akhtar

A LEVEL
- Synopsis: American banker Nick Bright knows that his freedom comes at a price. Confined to

a cell within the depths of rural Pakistan, every second counts. Who will decide his fate? His

Published: 2014
Productions: 2014, 2016, 2021

captors, or the whims of the market?
Publisher: Bloomsbury

Lencth: 105 mi RESOURCES
ength: mins https://www.english-theatre.de/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/The-Invisible-Hand-TRP.pdf
Cast: 4M https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30cESXHe3UY&t=38s

8. BURGERZ - Travis Alabanza

A LEVEL
- Synopsis: After someone threw a burger at them and shouted a transphobic slur, Travis became

obsessed with burgers. Burgerz is the climax of their obsession — exploring how trans bodies

Published: 2018
Productions: 2018
Publisher: Oberon

survive and address their own complicity.

) RESOURCES
Length: 75 mins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Ourlo TXW5HY
Cast: 1 Trans http://travisalabanza.co.uk/work/

9. MINEFIELD - Lola Arias

Published: 2017 @ Synopsis: Falklands/Malvinas war veterans who once faced each other across a battlefield now

Productions: 2016, 2017
Publisher: Oberon

face each other across a stage. Together they share memories, films, songs and photos as they

recall their collective war experience and embody the political figures that led them into it.

L h: 100 RESOURCES

th: i
eng mins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6KW7i1CRns&t=57s
Cast: 6M https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=050i06puMhY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPKwOm89Ayk
10. FOR ALL THE WOMEN WHO THOUGHT THEY WERE MAD - Zawe Ashton

Published: 2019

Productions: 2019
Publisher: Oberon

Synopsis: Examination of the forces working against women of the African diaspora living in

white Western society.

RESOURCES

https://thebritishblacklist.co.uk/tbb-talks-to-janet-kumah-currently-starring-in-zawe-ashtons-play-
Length: 90 mins

Cast: 7F, 3M

for-all-the-women-who-thought-they-were-mad/

11. THE MIKVAH PROJECT - Josh Azouz

Synopsis: Two men form a bond as they participate in a weekly ritual cleansing. This bond

explores the limits of love and the need for transformation.

Published: 2015
Productions: 2015, 2020

Publisher: Nick Hern RESOURCES

https://vimeo.com/408862082

L h: 70 mi
ength: 70 mins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbJcak1n1iM

Cast: 2M https://theatreweekly.com/interview-josh-zare-on-the-mikvah-project-at-the-orange-tree-theatre/

12. THE AMEN CORNER - James Baldwin

@ Synopsis: Preacher Margaret Alexander’s world is about to crumble. After years of separation

Published: 1961
Margaret's husband returns but will she be able to keep hold of her son?
Productions: 2013

Publisher: Samuel French
RESOURCES

Length: 130 mins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjdf123iSRg

Cast: 9F, 5M (Chorus)

13. DUTCHMAN - Amiri Baraka/ Leroi Jones

A LEVEL
Published: 1964 - Synopsis: A white woman sits next to a black man on a train and strikes up an amicable

Productions: 2016, 2019, 2021

conversation. But who should be fearful for their life?

RESOURCES

https://www.youngvic.org/blog/ola-ince-on-dutchman-race-and-research#close

Publisher: Samuel French
Length: 50 mins
Cast: 1F, 2M (Chorus)

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/amiri-baraka

https://www.enotes.com/topics/dutchman

14. THE FALL - Baxter Theatre Company

Synopsis: The #RhodesMustFall and subsequent student - led movements in South Africa alerted

Published: 2017 the country and world to ongoing issues brought about by apartheid and colonialism in South

Productions: 2016, 2017
Publisher: Oberon

Africa. The Fall details the experiences of seven students within this movement and how they

deal with their traumas while advocating for a free decolonised education.

Length: 80 mins RESOURCES
Cast: 4F, 3M https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKhOIIK56EM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCQ5RflpRCk

15. 1 AM (NOT) KANYE WEST - Natasha Brown
Published: 2020

Productions: 2020

Synopsis: Tash navigates the politics of university elections to explore the complexities of

identity

RESOURCES

Publisher: Team Angelica
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYtAEhS1K8E

Length: 70 mins
Cast: 1F
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16. TYPICAL - Ryan Calais Cameron

Published: 2019

Productions: 2019
Publisher: Oberon
Length: 60 mins
Cast: 1M

Synopsis: A monologue about police brutality from the perspective of a man navigating how the

world sees him as a black man.

RESOURCES
https://www.thestage.co.uk/features/ryan-calais-cameron-i-started-writing-typical-at-9pm-and-
the-first-draft-was-finished-by-10am

https://shadesofnoir.org.uk/ryan-calais-cameron-on-typical/

17. QUEENS OF SHEBA - Jessica L Hagan and Ryan Calais Cameron

GCSE / A LEVEL

Published: 2018
Productions: 2018
Publisher: Oberon
Length: 60 mins
Cast: 4F

Synopsis: Loosely based on the DSTRKT night spot incident of 2015, Queens of Sheba shines a
spotlight on misogynoir: misogyny towards Black women where race and gender both play roles

in bias.

RESOURCES
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/interviews/queens-of-sheba-an-interview-

with-director-jessica-kaliisa/

18. CHEWING GUM DREAMS - Michaela Coel

Published: 2013

Productions: 2012, 2014
Publisher: Oberon
Length: 45 mins

Cast: 1F

Synopsis: Tracey Gordon, the 67 bus, friendship, sex, UK garage, school, music, teachers,
friendship, periods, emergency contraceptive, arse and tits, friendship, raves, tampons, white
boys, God, money. Friendship. Aaron, Candice, sex and Connor Jones. Chewing Gum Dreams is
a one-woman play that recalls those last days of innocence before adulthood.

RESOURCES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFuk3gUDJBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ap-SlckhLzI

19. RED VELVET - Lolita Chakrabarti

Productions: 2012, 2014
Publisher: Methuen
Length: 120 mins

Cast: 5F, 7M

Synopsis: Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, 1833. Edmund Kean has collapsed on stage whilst
playing Othello. A young Black American actor has been asked to take over the role. But as
the public riot in the streets over the abolition of slavery, how will the cast, critics and audience
react to the revolution taking place in theatre? Chakrabarti's play creates imagined experiences
based on the little-known, but true, story of Ira Aldridge, an African American Actor who, in the

nineteenth century, built an incredible reputation on the stages of London and Europe.

RESOURCES
https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/writersroom/entries/885fd420-c3a0-3aac-8fa5-4dd3adacce8b
https://kilntheatre.com/schools-education/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PjU9EAXOkbU

20. NO MORE LOTUS FLOWER - Julie Cheung-Inhin

Published: 2015 @

Productions: 2015
Publisher: Bloomsbury
Length: 30 mins

Cast: 1F

Synopsis: A witty exploration of what it's like to be an East Asian actor in London.

RESOURCES
Full Show
https://vimeo.com/140852836
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21. YOU FOR ME FOR YOU - Mia Chung

Published: 2015

Productions: 2012, 2015
Publisher: Bloomsbury
Length: 90 mins

Cast: 3F, 3M,

Synopsis: North Korean sisters Minhee and Junhee are torn apart at the border as they attempt

to flee. Each must race across time and space to be together again.

RESOURCES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UiupyujJYsA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojdhlYESMYw

22. THE FREE 9 - In-Sook Chappell

GCSE / A LEVEL

Published: 2018
Productions: 2018
Publisher: Bloomsbury
Length: 60 mins

Cast: 4F, 5M

Synopsis: Inspired by the true story of the Laos 9 - defectors or child refugees who slipped

through the gaps of international law.

RESOURCES

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/dec/11/north-korea-releases-video-defectors-forced-

return

https://www.koreafuture.org/about

23. TROUBLE IN MIND - Alice Childress

Published: 1955 @

Productions: 1955, 1992, 2016, 2017
Publisher: Northwestern University
Press

Length: 120 mins

Cast: 3F, 6M

Synopsis: A play within a play, satirising the theatre as a microcosm of society. A play about
white people putting on a play about black people and the compromises made to keep the
dominant culture happy.

RESOURCES

https://www.encyclopedia.com/arts/educational-magazines/trouble-mind https://youtu.be/
f8Df5TPe7gk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAf7t8m4-to
https://www.facebook.com/NPTCtheatre/videos/767378630312273/

24, WINE IN THE WILDERNESS - Alice Childress

Published: 1969
Productions: 1969, 2001

A LEVEL

Publisher: Northwestern University
Press

Length: 120 mins

Cast: 2F, 3M

Synopsis: Set in 1964 during a riot in New York the play explores notions of identity and self-

worth with the African American community.

RESOURCES
Alice Childress

https://www.enotes.com/topics/alice-childress

25. HONEY SPOT - Jack Davis

Published: 1987
Productions: 2021
Publisher: Currency Press
Length: 80 mins

Cast: 2F, 3M

Synopsis: A friendship between an indigenous Australian boy and a white boy, whose families
have nothing in common, until a crisis forces them to face their prejudices.”

RESOURCES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROo5fl-bDgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPvkvWézwYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIDF6fDIEhE
https://msscordo.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/about-the-play-themes.pdf

26. ROUTES - Rachel De-Lahay

Published: 2013
Productions: 2013
Publisher: Methuen
Length: 70 mins
Cast: 4M, 2F

Synopsis: A play about immigration, exile and what happens when people ‘fall through the

cracks.’

RESOURCES

http://exeuntmagazine.com/features/everythings-political/

27. THE WESTBRIDGE - Rachel De-Lahay

Published: 2011
Productions: 2011
Publisher: Bloomsbury
Length: 70 mins

Cast: 4F, 4M

Synopsis: Tension mounts and sparks fly when a Pakistani girl is reported to have been attacked

by a Black boy. Causing friends and relatives to question friendships and the nature of love.

RESOURCES

https://royalcourttheatre.com/podcast/episode-6-rachel-de-lahay-talks-to-simon-stephens/

28. FUNERAL FLOWERS - Emma Dennis Edwards

GCSE / A LEVEL

Published: 2018
Productions: 2018, 2019
Publisher: Samuel French
Length: 60 mins

Cast: 1F

Synopsis: Angelique, a seventeen-year-old whose dreams of being a florist are a refuge from a
complicated adolescence. With her mum in prison, Angelique faces bullying, abuse and growing

up in the care system.

RESOURCES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1bl_SDGPxc
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2019/apr/19/from-prison-to-the-stage-and-back-to-tottenham
http://thebritishblacklist.co.uk/tbb-talks-to-emma-dennis-edwards-about-her-new-play-funeral-flowers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7BI3rTrG1E

29. APPROACHING EMPTY - Ishy Din

GCSE / A LEVEL

Published: 2019
Productions: 2019
Publisher: Methuen Drama
Length: 105 mins

Cast: 4M 2F

Synopsis: In a scruffy minicab office, Mansha decides it's time to create his own destiny and
offers to buy the business from his lifelong friend Raf. As the realities of the state of the company
slowly come to light, these two best friends must confront the difficulties of going into business

with those closest to them.

RESOURCES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNgA-nmNgHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKVPvwnBCc0

30. EAST IS EAST - Ayub Khan Din

Published: 1997

Productions: 1996, 1997, 2009, 2014,
2021

Publisher: Nick Hern Books

Length: 90 mins

Cast: 3F 7M

Authors in Alphabetical Order:

A-C

Synopsis: George Khan wants to raise his family the ‘proper Pakistani way’ but hasn't counted on
the distractions of 70s Salford. Abdul and Tariq aren’t ready to be married off, Saleem is pushing
artistic boundaries, Meenah's skirt is too short and Sajit just wants to hide in his parka. Can mum

Ella keep the family together?

RESOURCES
https://www.pilot-theatre.com/media/files/Education%20Packs/2006%20ER%20east-is-east-

pack.doc https://www.bl.uk/20th-century-literature/articles/revisiting-east-is-east
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31. SUMMER ROLLS - Tuyen Do
Published: 2019

Productions: 2019
Publisher: Oberon
Length: 120 mins
Cast: 2F, 5M

32. FOMO - Suhayla

Published: 2017 @

Productions: 2017
Publisher: Bloomsbury
Length: 60 mins

Cast: 5F, 4M (Chorus)

Synopsis: The Nguyen family are nursing deep wounds and secrets. Escaping war-torn Vietnam has left scars
that no one is willing to talk about. As the family gradually integrates into their new life in Britain, the youngest
daughter Mai turns to photography, her camera becoming a conduit through which she navigates her dual

identity as a second-generation immigrant and chronicles her community’s experiences.

RESOURCES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aVpWchGZRA | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m7GY3nS-Dlg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k0tS1dcC1o | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOKkwnjBG7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqQGTGUF4yo | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOo0YOVxJa0

El-Bushra

Synopsis: Dani and Josh are the perfect couple. Their friends watch as their love story unfolds on
social media. But when the government switches off the internet for reasons of national security,
the truth of their relationship is revealed. Told almost entirely through tweets, texts and status

updates, FOMO takes a light, humorous look at comparing yourself to others.

RESOURCES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuR34umiBlc

33. HOMEGROWN - Omar El-Khairy & Nadia Latif

Published: 2017
Productions: 2015
Publisher: fly [rates
Length: 70 mins
Cast: 7F, 7M

Synopsis: An investigation into the ‘radicalisation’ of young Muslims and cultural identity.

RESOURCES
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2019/05/omar-el-khairy-and-nadia-latif-homegrown/

34. BARBER SHOP CHRONICLES - Inua Ellams

Published: 2017 @

Productions: 2017
Publisher: Oberon
Length: 105 mins
Cast: 30M

Synopsis: Men gathered in barber shops in Johannesburg, Harare, Kampala, Lagos, Accra and

London over the course of a day, discussing the world.

RESOURCES

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/shows/nt-at-home-barber-shop-chronicles
https://www.barbershopchronicles.co.uk
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/sites/default/files/national-theatre-at-home-barber-shop-

chronicles-learning-resource.pdf

35. HALF GOD OF RAINFALL - Inua Ellams
Published: 2019

Productions: 2019
Publisher: Fourth Estate
Length: 90 mins

Cast: 1M, 1W

Authors in Alphabetical Order:

A-C

Synopsis: There is something about Demi. When this boy is angry, rain clouds gather. When he cries, rivers
burst their banks and the first time he takes a shot on a basketball court, the deities of the land take note. His
mother, Modupe, looks on with a mixture of pride and worry. From close encounters, she knows Gods often
act like men: the same fragile egos, the same unpredictable fury and the same sense of entitlement to the
bodies of mortals. She will sacrifice everything to protect her son. Only the women in Demi’s life, the mothers,
daughters and Goddesses, will stand between him and a lightning bolt.

RESOURCES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9wbhhl_Oak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6m_KnJLshgU


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuR34umiBIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9wbhhl_Oak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6m_KnJLshgU
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/shows/nt-at-home-barber-shop-chronicles
https://www.barbershopchronicles.co.uk
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/sites/default/files/national-theatre-at-home-barber-shop-chronicles-learning-resource.pdf
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/sites/default/files/national-theatre-at-home-barber-shop-chronicles-learning-resource.pdf
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2019/05/omar-el-khairy-and-nadia-latif-homegrown/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aVpWchGZRA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m7GY3nS-Dlg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k0tS1dcC1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0KkwnjBG7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqQGTGUF4yo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOo0YOVxJa0

36. THREE SISTERS - Inua Ellams

(ADAPTATION AFTER CHEKHOV)

Synopsis: Set in 1960s Nigeria, three sisters mourn the loss of their father and long to return
Published: 2020 to Lagos. But like their country their lives are plunged into chaos as the Biafran Civil War
Productions: 2020 encroaches.
Publisher: Bloomsbury RESOURCES

Length: 170 mins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tbR_-V-Snc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yC8e0gBec8
Cast: 10F, 9M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMPs3FBmJ5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3K0IVcJ3OdA

37. THE DEATH OF A BLACK MAN - Alfred Fagon

A LEVEL Synopsis: Two friends have a plan to crack the music business, but what will be sacrificed in their

quest to be rich beyond their wildest dreams?

Published: 1975
Productions: 2021
Publisher: Oberon
Length: 125 mins
Cast: 1F, 2M

RESOURCES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zMIY9R5IYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjqE2koJGP4

38. MIES JULIE - Yael Farber

(ADAPTATION BASED ON AUGUST STRINDBERG’S MISS JULIE)

Synopsis: Strindberg's Miss Julie is transposed to farm in post-apartheid South Africa. The

characters struggle to address issues of reprisal and the reality of what can and cannot ever be

Published: 2012
Productions: 2012 recovered.

Publisher: Oberon RESOURCES

https://www.theguardian.com/culture/video/2012/aug/17/strindberg-mies-julie-edinbugh-festival
https://www.shakespearetheatre.org/watch-listen/mies-julie-the-washington-post/

Length: 90 mins
Cast: 3F, 1M

39. COMPACT FAILURE - Jennifer Farmer
Published: 2004

Productions: 2004
Publisher: Oberon

Synopsis: Compact Failure explores the relationships between three women prisoners: Chelle,
Ruthie and Maya. Old-timer Chelle is lonely. Maya is missing her children who don’t know she’s in
prison. Ruthie, in her early twenties, is a breath of fresh air for Chelle, who thought she was done
with friendship.

Length: 70 mins

Cast: 6F, 1M (1F OR M)

40. THE HOUSE THAT WILL NOT STAND - Marcus Gardley

(ADAPTATION INSPIRED BY THE HOUSE OF BERNARDA ALBA)

Published: 2014

Productions: 2014
Publisher: Methuen

Length: 120 mins

Cast: 7F household turn on each other in their fight for survival, it could cost them everything.

Synopsis: New Orleans, 1836. Following an era of French colonial rule and relative racial acceptance,
Beatrice, a free Black Woman, has become one of the wealthiest women through her relationship with a rich
white man.

When her lover mysteriously dies, Beatrice imposes a 6 month period of mourning on her and her three
daughters. As the summer heat intensifies, the foundations of freedom she has built for herself and their three
unwed daughters begin to crumble.Society is changing, racial divides are growing and, as the members of the

RESOURCES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZFYJPYbwx| | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IljDOpcDS7A
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41. A WOLF IN SNAKESKIN SHOES - Marcus Gardley

(ADAPTATION INSPIRED BY TARTUFF)

A LEVEL Synopsis: A fresh take on Moiliere’s, Tartuff, set in a world of fast food tycoons and megachurches is a wicked
comedy that rocks the foundations of trust, faith and redemption.

Published: 2015

Productions: 2015 Given just days to live, multi-millionaire Archibald Organdy puts his faith in the flamboyant Archbishop

Tardimus Toof, a prophet, preacher and part-time masseur who arrives in Atlanta from the deep, deep south.
Toof promises to absolve Archibald’s sins and heal his disease, but his family suspect there’s more to this healer
than faith, virtue and snakeskin shoes.

Publisher: Methuen Drama
Length: 80 mins
Cast: 5F, 3M

RESOURCES

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QUTSFLTyio
http://thebritishblacklist.co.uk/adjoa-andoh-is-a-peach-in-tricycle-theatres-production-of-a-wolf-in-snakeskin-
shoes/Ja0

42, RACHEL - Angelina W. Grimke
Published: 1920 @

Productions: 1916, 1917, 2014
Publisher: Oberon

Length: 130 mins RESOURCES
https://finboroughtheatre.co.uk/production/rachel/

Synopsis: Rachel is a young, educated, middle-class woman. But she is born into an African-

American family in the early 20th century — a world in which ignorance and violence prevail.

Cast: 4F, 3M,

43. AT THE GATES OF GAZA - Juliet Gilkes Romero
Published: 2008 @

Productions: 2008

Synopsis: A group of soldiers from the British West Indian regiment are stranded during WWI,

fighting for an Empire that does not accept them as equals.

Publisher: Oberon RESOURCES
Length: 120 mins
Cast: 6M

https://www.julietgilkesromero.co.uk/portfolio/at-the-gates-of-gaza/

44, THE WHIP - Juliet Gilkes Romero
Published: 2019 @

Productions: 2019 (Audio 2020)
Publisher: Oberon

Length: 165 mins

Cast: 4F, 6M

Synopsis: Set at the dawn of social reform laws in England, The Whip examines the fight to pass
the 1833 Slavery Abolition Act.

RESOURCES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgQtNO7HHnN8
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-whip/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6UTui_iwcs

45, NINE NIGHT - Natasha Gordon
Published: 2018 @

Productions: 2018 celebrate.

Synopsis: The traditional Jamaican Nine Night wake tests the family left behind to mourn and

Publisher: Nick Hern Books RESOURCES
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/shows/nine-night

Length: 105 mins
Cast: 5F, 2M
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOo0YOVxJa0
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OljDOpcDS7A
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/video/2012/aug/17/strindberg-mies-julie-edinbugh-festival
https://www.shakespearetheatre.org/watch-listen/mies-julie-the-washington-post/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tbR_-V-Snc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yC8e0gBec8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMPs3FBmJ5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3K0IVcJ3OdA

46. THE EMPRESS - Tanika Gupta

Published: 2013 . Synopsis: Investigates the impact of Empire on its Indian subjects in England. The play explores

the relationship between Queen Victoria, Abdul Karim her servant and Rani Das an Indian nanny.
Productions: 2013

Publisher: Oberon RESOURCES
Length: 160 mins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlyXI-jUXPYs https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-empress
Cast: 8F, 10M

47. A DOLL’S HOUSE - Tanika Gupta

(AN ADAPTATION)

@ Synopsis: Set in Calcutta, 1879, reimagined through the lens of British colonialism
Published: 2019

Productions: 2019

RESOURCES
https://lyric.co.uk/education-packs/a-dolls-house/
Publisher: Bloomsbury

Length: 130 mins
Cast: 3F, 3M

48. RED DUST ROAD - Tanika Gupta

GCSE / A LEVEL is: i i ' ir: i i i

Published: 2019 Synopsis: Stage adaptation of Jackie Kaye's memoir; the journey of a dual heritage child
adopted by a Communist couple in 1970s Scotland

Productions: 2019

Publisher: Oberon RESOURCES

http://www.tanikagupta.com/red-dust-road/
Length: 140 mins

Cast: 11F, 5M

http://www.tanikagupta.com

49. THE CONVERT - Danai Gurira

@ Synopsis: It's 1896 in Rhodesia and Jekesai has been given her new, catholic name. Chilford,

the only black Roman Catholic in the region, has decided she’ll now be known as Ester, wear

Published: 2012

Productions: 2012, 2017, 2019 European clothing and speak only English. She's torn away from everything that she knows by
Publisher: Oberon Chilford, who earnestly believes the promises of the white man.

Length: 145 mins RESOURCES

Cast: 3F 4M https://www.youngvic.org/blog/danai-gurira-kwame-kwei-armah-conversation-the-convert

50. CHILDREN OF KILLERS - Katori Hall

Published: 2011 Synopsis: Young friends await the arrival of fathers they have never met. Hutu men, who years
Productions: 2011, 2012 earlier, were driven to perpetrate the Tutsi genocide.
Publisher: Bloomsbury RESOURCES

Length: 60 mins https://vimeo.com/56159820

Cast: 3F, 4M + Chorus

e |
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https://vimeo.com/56159820
http://www.tanikagupta.com/red-dust-road/
http://www.tanikagupta.com
https://lyric.co.uk/education-packs/a-dolls-house/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IyXl-jUXPYs
https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-empress

51.1S GOD IS - Aleshea Harris

A LEVEL
- Synopsis: Twins and burns victims Racine and Anina, visit their mother (She/God) who they
thought was dead. She sends them on a mission to kill their father who set her on fire and is

Published: 2018

Productions: 2018, 2021, 2022 the reason the twins are burnt. This epic takes its cues from ancient, modern, tragic, spaghetti

Publisher: Concord (Samuel French) western, hip-hop and Afropunk.

Length: 100 mins RESOURCES
https://www.theintervalny.com/interviews/2018/03/aleshea-harris-on-is-god-is/
Cast: 4F, 4M

https://wilmatheater.org/blog/a-conversation-with-is-god-is-playwright-aleshea-harris/

52. A RAISIN IN THE SUN - Lorraine Hansberry
Published: 1959

Productions: 1959, 1960, 1973, 2004,
2010, 2014, 2017

Synopsis: A story about an African American family’s experiences in South Chicago as they try to

improve their circumstances with an insurance payout from the death of their father.

RESOURCES

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/a-raisin-in-the-sun-revision-pack-11917431

Publisher: New York Vintage Books
Length: 70 mins

https://teachnovels.com/a-raisin-in-the-sun-activities/

Cast: 3F, 5M https://www.lhlt.org

53. LES BLANCS - Lorraine Hansberry

Published: 1960 @ Synopsis: Investigation of the notions of identity and ownership in a fictional 1960s sub-Saharan

country, exposing the legacy of colonialism.
Productions: 1970, 2001 and 2016

RESOURCES

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/shows/les-blancs

Publisher: Samuel French
Length: 160 mins
Cast: 3F, 7M,

54. JAMAICA BOY - Stephen Hoo
Published: 2018 @

Productions: 2018

Synopsis: Highlights the migratory history of the Chinese diaspora through the Caribbean to the

UK. Set in 1960s Jamaica and present-day London exploring racial tensions and connections.

Publisher: Aurora Metro Books
RESOURCES

Length: 75 mins
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XfYNhOMIlypk

Cast: 2F, 7M

55. YELLOW FACE - David Henry Hwang
Published: 2007

Productions: 2013
Publisher: Nick Hern

Synopsis: A mock documentary exploring Asian identity and white media portrayal and politics.

RESOURCES
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2014/may/12/david-henry-hwang-miss-saigon-yellow-face-
Length: 110 mins racial-casting

Cast: 2F, 5M https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OdOvAP5QITU
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56. MULATTO - Langston Hughes

KS3 / GCSE
Synopsis: Set in the deep south a young man struggles with his identity - the son of a Black

servant and the white master - the plantation cannot be home unless he is recognised for who he

Published: 1931
Productions: 1935, 1936, 2015 . ,

truly is, the master’s son.
Publisher: Indiana

Length: 60 mins RESOURCES
Cast: 2F 10M https://study.com/academy/lesson/mulatto-by-langston-hughes-poem-analysis

html https://www.gradesaver.com/langston-hughes-poems/study-guide/summary-mulatto

57. BLOOD - Emteaz Hussain

Published: 2015 Synopsis: A contemporary urban love story set in the Midlands in a Pakistani community. The

play follows Sully and Caneze as they navigate the ferocity of young love against a backdrop of
Productions: 2015

family loyalties and expectation, an exploration of identity and hope for the future.

Publisher: Methuen Drama
RESOURCES

Length: 80 mins https://www.bhucharboulevard.com/blood

Cast: 1F, 1M

58. SPUN - Rabiah Hussain

@ Synopsis: Seen through the eyes of two British Pakistani Muslim girls from East London, the play

unravels the makings of a friendship, micro-aggressions in the city, and the challenge of keeping

Published: 2018
Productions: 2018 rooted through unstable times.

Publisher: Concord Theatricals RESOURCES
https://www.arcolatheatre.com/rabiah-hussain-why-i-wrote-spun/

Length: 90 mins
Cast: 2

59. TWO PALESTINIANS GO DOGGING - Sami |brahim

Synopsis: Is this a story about the Arab-Israeli conflict or is this a story about family?
Published: 2019

Productions: 2021
Publisher: Nick Hern

RESOURCES

https://www.writeaplay.co.uk/meet-the-shortlist-sami-ibrahim/

Length: 80 mins
Cast: 3F, 4M

60. LITTLE MISS BURDEN - Matildia Ibini
Published: 2019 @

Productions: 2019
Publisher: Concord Theatricals RESOURCES

Synopsis: A coming-of-age play smashing together 90s nostalgia, Nigerian family, East London

and Sailor Moon to tell the story of growing up with a physical impairment.

Length: 120 mins https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfJla_ktJug

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBKtHiQ30aw
Cast: 3

https://www.breakingcharacter.com/home/matilda-ibini-qanda

Authors in Alphabetical Order: A - C D-F G - | J-L M-O P-S T-V W -2z 16


https://study.com/academy/lesson/mulatto-by-langston-hughes-poem-analysis.html
https://study.com/academy/lesson/mulatto-by-langston-hughes-poem-analysis.html
https://www.gradesaver.com/langston-hughes-poems/study-guide/summary-mulatto
https://www.bhucharboulevard.com/blood
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfJla_ktJug
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBKtHiQ30aw
https://www.breakingcharacter.com/home/matilda-ibini-qanda
https://www.arcolatheatre.com/rabiah-hussain-why-i-wrote-spun/
https://www.writeaplay.co.uk/meet-the-shortlist-sami-ibrahim/
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2014/may/12/david-henry-hwang-miss-saigon-yellow-f